
Superintendent's Office (907) 524-3033 Business Office (907) 524-3599 
Instructional Support (907) 524-3232 Buildings 8 Grounds (907) 524-3035 

Area Schaol aistrict p.0. Box 90 McGRATH, ALASKA 99627 FAX (907) 524-3217 

June 2,2003 

Letter of Appeal 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12" Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Docket #s 96-45 and 97-21 

Enclosed is our letter of appeal written to the Schools and Libraries Division 
regarding changing our start date for services under the E-rate program. 

I am sending this to both the FCC and SLD at the same time due to potential mail 
and delivery delays and not knowing the length of time the appeal process may 
take. 

If additional information is needed, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Business Manager 

ANVlK GRAYLING HOLY CROSS LAKE MlNCHUMlNA LIME VILLAGE McGRATH NiKOLAl SHAGELUK TAKDTNA 

298~2115 
99558 99590 99602 99757 99627 99627 99691 99665 99675 

663-6346 453~5135 4761131 074-3214 562-5112 524-3308 293-2427 473.0233 
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Superintendent's Office (907) 524-3033 Business Office (907) 524-3599 
Instructional Support (907) 524-3232 Buildings & Grounds (907) 524-3035 

Area Sch001 mistrict p.0. Box 90 McGRATH, ALASKA 99627 FAX (903 524-3217 

FRN Number Service Explanation 
Start Date 

853258 10/31/2002 120 Day 486 Deadline 

June 2,2003 

Adjusted 
Funding 

Commitment 
16,128.00 

Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libraries Division 
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit 
80 South Jefferson Road 
Whippany, NJ 07981 

Re: LETTER OF APPEAL for Service Start Dates 
APPLICANT NAME: lditarod Area School District 
FORM 471 Application # 318697 
BILLED ENTITY # 145590 

GRAYLING hOLY CROSS LAKE MINCHUMINA LIME VILLAGE McGRATH NIKOLA SHAGELUK TAKGTNA 

298-2115 
99627 99627 99691 99665 99675 ANVlK 

99558 99757 
663-6346 453-6135 476Jl31 674-3214 562-5112 524-3366 293.2427 4734233 

99590 99602 



On November 1, 2002, I completed Form 486 for Funding Year 2002, using the form 
identifier: USF FY03 Year 5. This was mailed to USAC via certified mail #7000 1670 
0002 6600 4155 on November 4, 2002. I waited for a response from USAC or a return 
receipt of the certified mailing. Knowing about the 120 day deadline for submittinq the 
Form 486 and receiving no indication that this was received by USAC, I resubmitted the 
Form 486 I originally completed and changed the submittal date to January 24, 2003 
and sent it certified mail to USAC. I received confirmation that this was received on 
January 29,2003. 

On February 7, 2003, I received a FORM 486 RETURN LETTER stating that my Form 
486 USF FY03 Year 5 was being returned because I did not complete Block 4, Items 11 
(a)-ll(e). The letter indicated that USAC was unable to process the form and to 
resubmit the Form 486. The letter went on to indicate that USAC "regretted the delay in 
processing your form." 

On February 13,2003, I received a FORM 486 RETURN LETTER stating that my Form 
486 USF FY03 was being returned because I did not complete Block 4, Items I 1  (a)- 
1 1 (e). 

I resubmitted both Form 486's on February 28,2003. 

I submitted a paper form of both 486's, as I was unable to download the forms from 
the Website to my computer. In fact, as of today, attempting to download the Form 
486 caused my computer to freeze up. 

I feel that I submitted the initial Form 486 on 11/4/02 according to USAC guidelines 
in a timely manner. I feel that I was conscientious to resubmit the Form 486 on 
1/24/03 once again when I heard no response from USAC. I never received a 
returned certified mailing although USAC did receive the application. 



I resubmitted two corrected Form 486s in a timely manner once I received the 
notification from USAC on February 28, 2003. 

USAC did not notify me in a timely manner after receipt of my initial Form 486 of the 
clerical error on Item 11. Had I received notification at least within 60 davs of the 
initial receipt of my Form 486, I would have had ample time to correct Block 4, Item 
11. I also made the same mistake on one other Form 486. This other form 486 was 
received at USAC on 10/21/02; a letter was mailed to me regarding my error on 
November 1, 2002, and I returned the form with the correction postmarked on 
November 21, 2002. USAC notified me in a timely manner and I was able to correct 
the error in a timely fashion. Unfortunately, I did not realize at the time, I had made 
the same oversight on our large 486 forms I submitted indicated above. 

USAC notified us "E months after the initial start date of 07/01/2002 that our 
service start date would be changed. While it is understandable that the processing 
of the E-rate program takes time, there was no consideration given that fully nine 
months of the year passed while our service providers were providing us services 
anticipating that the services would be covered under the E-rate program. 

There is no indication on the Funding Commitment Decision letter dated October 8, 
2002 that our Form 486 will returned and the service start date changed due to 
minor clerical errors. 

lditarod Area School District was in compliance with ClPA requirements for this year. 
The marking of an "X" in one box was a clerical oversight. 

USAC has always been helpful and has assisted with minor errors in the application 
process. This year was no exception. To deny a school district almost $70,000 and 
25% of our funding due to clerical error in not marking an 'X" in a box seems 
excessively punitive. 

For these reasons, I request that USAC reverse it's service start date/funding 
commitment change decision and grant our school district the additional funds that we 
were reduced due to this clerical oversight. Had we received the first Form 486 back 
from USAC in a timely manner, we would have been able to resend the application 
within the timeframe to be granted the full funding. 

Thank you for your consideration. I f  additional information is needed, please contact 
me at the above number. 

Sincerely, 

44 
Isabelle Harrinaton 
Business Manager 



attachments 

CONTACT PERSON: Isabelle Harrington 
lditarod Area School District 
Box 90 
McGrath, AK 99627 

(907) 524-3217 fax 
iharrinaton@.iditarodsd.org 

(907) 524-3599 ~ 2 2 4  

mailto:iharrinaton@.iditarodsd.org


SUMMARY OF FORM 486 ACTIONS 

10/8/02 Funding Commitment Decision Letter sent from USAC 
11/1/02 Form 486 Identifier USF FY03 Year 5 completed 
11/4/02 Form 486 Identifier USF FY03 Year 5 mailed certified mail #7000 1670 0002 6600 4155 
11/8/02 Form 486 identifier USF FY03 Year 5 RECEIVED at USAC 

1/24/03 Form 486 Identifier USF FY03 RESUBMITTED same application 

1/29/03 Received return receipt from post office that SECOND application received 

2/13/03 Form 486 Return Letter mailed from USAC due to Item 11 box check on USF FY03 on RESUBMITTED APPLICATION 
2/28/03 Returned both applications to USAC by certified mail 7000 1670 0006 5858 3763 

5/14/03 Application # 207398 Form 486 Notification Letter of Funding and Change of Start Date 
5/14/03 Application # 207479 Form 486 Notification Letter of Funding and Change of Start Date 

(in May 2003 USAC faxed me the application with their stamp date) 

(no acknowledgement from USAC that Form 486 mailed on 11/4/02 was received) 

2/7/03 Form 486 Return Letter mailed from USAC due to Item 11 box check on USF FY03 Year 5 

3/4/03 USAC received returned applications 
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DEADLINE FOR FORM 486. 
Date fea tured  on t h e  Form 486 o r  withln 120 days of t h e  da t e  of the  Funding Commitment 
Decision Letter, whichever 1s l a t e r .  I f  t h e  Form 486 i s  postmarked a f t e r  t h e  l a t e r  of 
those two d a t e s ,  t h e  d a t e  120 days before t h e  Form 486 postmark da te  w i l l  become the 
s t a r t  d a t e  f o r  dlscounted se rv ices .  
commitment may be reduced. 
your form(s) .  

Form 486 must be postmarked within 120 days of t h e  Service S t a r t  

If t h e  se rv lce  s t a r t  da t e  1 s  moved, your funding 
You a r e  advised t o  keep proof of t h e  da te  of mailing of 

Box 125-Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jeffezson Road, Whippany, New Jersey, 07981 
Visit us online at: hrrp ,,www.sl.universalsemee.org 

http://www.sl.universalsemee.org


?- I 

ecthon of t h e  Porn 48 

rmation abo 

t h e  l a s t  d a t e  

4. Provide an authorized s igna tu re  on your l e t t e r  of appeal .  

If you a r e  submitting 
Schools and L ib ra r i e s  S iv i s ion ,  Box 155 - korrespondence Unit ,  E O  South Jefferson Road, 
'Appeals Procedure" posted i n  t h e  Reference Area of t h e  SLD web s i t e  o r  by c a l l i n g  t h e  
C l i e n t  Service Bureau. 
While we encourage you t o  reso lve  
of f i l i n g  an appeal d i r e c t l y  with The Fefleral Communlcations Commission (FCC) . YOU 
should r e f e r  t o  CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on t h e  f irst  pa e of 
FCC. 
LETTER. 
appeal .  
by c a l l i n g  t h e  Cl ien t  Servlce Bureau. 
e-mail o r  fax f i l i n g  opt ions because of continued s u b s t a n t i a l  de lays  i n  mall  del ivery 

our  appeal on aper  p lease  send your ap ea1 t o :  Le t t e r  of Appeal, 

hippany, N J  07981 Addit ional  opt ions f o r  f i l i n g  an appeal can be found i n  t h e  

our a pea l  w i t h  t h e  SLD f i r s t , , y o u  have t h e  o t ion  
our a ea1 t o  t h e  

Your a pea l  must be  RECEIVED BY THE FCC WITHIN 60 DAYS Of THE KBOVE E f T E  ON THIS 
Fa i tu re  t o  meet t h i s  requirement w i l l  r esu l t  i n  automatic d i smissa l  O f  
Fur ther  information and opt ions f o r  f i l i n  an appeal d i r e c t 1  with t h e  8gFcan  

be found i n  t h e  "Appeals Procedure'  posted i n  t h e  Zeference Area of t x e SLD web s i t e  o r  
We s t rongly  recommend t h a t  you use e i t h e r  the 

FCDL/Schools and L ib ra r i e s  Divislon/USAC Page 2 of 10  10/08/2002 



'.> < 

to the FCC. If ou are submitt 
FCC, Office of de Secret 
NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS 
A plicants' rece 
sfatutory regul 
for schoois and 
continue to be subject to audits 
Commission may undertake period 
being used in accordance with 
that its commitment was erron 
limited to that by SLD, the A 
inaction was not i n  accordance 
these funding commitments and s 
with such re uirements. The SL 
limited to UZAC and the FCC), m 
to collect erroneously disburse 
affected by t h e  availabllity of 
contributing telecommunications 
We look forward to continuing 
through advanced telecommunlca 

Sincerely, 

Schools and Libraries Dlvislon 
Universal Service Admlnlstratlve Company 
Enclosures 

10/08/2002 FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 3 of 10 
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A GUIDE TO TH ITMENT REPORT 

FUNPING STATUS : 
o r  ' A s  Yet Unfunded. 

appropr ia te  fo r  
requested unless 
some adjustment i 

SERVICES ORDERED: The type of s 
Form 471. 

payment. 
v ice  provider .  

CONTRACT NUMBER: The number of t h e  con t r ac t  between se rv ice  provider .  This 1 be present  only if on 
Form 471. 
BILLING ACCOUNT UMBER: The account number t h a t  you has es tabl ished 
with y o u , f o r  b i l l i n g  urposes.  This w i l l  be present  Account Number 
was provided on Form $71. 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE EFFECTIVE DATE OF DISCOUNT: The f i rs t  poss ib l e  d a t e  of se rv ice  f o r  
which t h e  SLD w i l l  reimburse s e r v i c e  providers  f o r  t h e  d iscounts  f o r  t h e  se rv ice .  
CONTRACT EXPIRATION DATE: The d a t e  t h e  cont rac t  expi res .  
if a con t r ac t  expi ra t ion  d a t e  was provided on Form 471. 
SITE IDENTIFIER: The En t l ty  Number h i s t ed  i n  F o q  471 Block 5, Item 22a w i l l  be 
l i s t e d .  This w i l l  appear only f o r  s i t e  spec i f i c "  FRfis. 
ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE RECURRING CHARGES: E l i  i b l e  monthly 
pre-discount  amount approved f o r  recur r ing  charges mul t ip l ied  %y number of months 
of recur r ing  se rv ice  provided i n  t h e  funding yea r .  
ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE NON-RECURRING CHARGES: Annual e l i g i b l e  
non-recurring charges approved f o r  t h e  funding year .  
PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT: Amount,in Form 471, Block 5 ,  Item 23, Column I ,  as determined 
through the  appl ica t ion  review process .  

This w i l l  be present  Only 

FCDL/Schools and L lb ra r l e s  Division/USAC Page 4 of 10  10/08/2002 
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Billing Account Number: 
Earliest Possible Effec / Contract Ex iration Dat 
Site Identifier: 117333 
Annual Pre-discount Am0 

ications Corp. 

- recurrin 

FCDL/Schools and Llbraries Divislon/USAC Page 9 of 10 10/08/2002 
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FCC Fomr 
486 

Do Not Write Ifl This Arm 

Schools and Libraries Universal Service 
Receipt of Service Confirmation Form 

Approval by OMB 
30604853 

FCC Form 486: To be completed by tbe Billed Entity 
Please read inshctions before completing. 

Esthated Average Burden Hours For Firet Submission: 15.0 hours 
For Subsequent Submissions: 1.5 hours 

Block 1: Baed Endo Information 

1. Name of B i d  

2. Billed Entitv Number 3. m d h e  Year 

4. Complete MniJjn~ Address of Billed Entlty 

Street Address. P.O. Box or Route Number 

.City 

FaxNumber 

Email Address 

FCC Form 486 
September 2002 
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.I ~ .. ...... .... ..... ~ 
~ . . . ... . . .. . , . . ... .. .. . .. . . .  

Entity Nnmber 1qs590 . ' Applicant's Form Identifier L! 5 /= ~3-103 VmrT 
Contact Person 5* Phone Number 907 SA/ 3053yaaq 

Block 2: Early Filing Information and CIPA Waiver Request 
. .  . .  

6a. Early Filing 
CHECK THE BOX BELOW IF THE ERNS ON THIS.FORM 486 ARE FOR SERVICES 
STARTING ON OR BBFORE JULY 3 1 OF THE FUNDING YEAR. 

~. , , ~ , ~ , . .  . , ~  ., .... ~ ...... . ... ~i . . ~ ~ .  .- - ~~ ...-... 

The Funding Requests listed in Block 3 have been approved by SLD as shown in my Fun@ Commitment 
Decision Letter (FCDL). I have confiuned with the service pmvider(s) featured in those Funding &quests 
that these services will start on or before July 31 of the Funding Year. 

Remember: Early filing using Item 6a is an option if and ONLY if services wil l  start within the month of July 
of the relevant Funding Year, all relevant certifications in Block 4 can be accurately made, and the Form 486 
is postmarked on or before July 31 of the Funding Year. 

6b. CIPAWaiVer 
CHECK THE BOX BELOW IF YOU ARE REQUESTING A WAIVER OF CPA R~QUIRF.MENT~ FOR 
THE SECOND FUNDING YEAR AFTER APRIL 20,2001 DV WHICH YOU HAVE APPLIED FOR 
DISCOUNTS IF YOU AS THE BILLID EWllTYAIIE THE ADMWISTRATIVE AUTHORITY. 

I am providing notification' ht, as of the date of the start of discounted services, I am unable to make 
thecerlificatiow required by the Children's Internet protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 5 254@) 
andor (I), because my state or local procurement rules or ~gulatiom or competitive bidding 
requirements prevent the maldng of the certification(s) otherwise required. I certify that the scliools or 
libraries represented in the Fun- Request Numws) o n h  Fom 486 will be brought into 
compliance &th the CPA recphments before the start of the Third Funding Year after Apdl20,2001 
in which they apply for discoun!~ 

Page 3 of 7 
FCC Form 486 

September 2002 
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Entity Number 1 Ss90 Applicant's Form Identifier 0s /= w03 $% v5 

Contact Person 15;shlk h f r / (  Phone Number 9u7 s w  3a33xaay. 
2 

F O R A B ~ ~  W H O R E P R E S E N T S O N E O R M O R E ~ ~ l W E A U T E O ~  : 1 
I certify that as of Uie date of the start of discoimted services:. . 

I certify as &e Billed Entity for the consortium that I have collected duly completed and signed Forms 479 fmm all eligible 
members of the consortium. 

I certify as the Billed Entity for the consortium that the only services that have been approved for discounts under the 
universal service support mechanism on behalf Of eligible members of the consortinm "e telecommunications services, 
and therefore the requiremsnts of the Children's Internet Protection Act, as codified at 47 U.S.C. 5 254@) and (I), do not 

I d 

I certify that some or all  of the eligible consortium members checked Form 479 Item 6d to seek a CIPA Waiver, 
and upon request &om the Admiishator I can provide this information; OR 

For Funding Years after Funding Year 2001: If you checked Item l l d  above, check ONE of the boxes below: 

E 

g. [> { I certify that no eligible consortiUm members checked Form 479 Item 6d to seek a CIPA Waiver. 

The certification language above is notintended to fully net forth or explain all the requirements of the statute. 

'See the Form 486 Instructions for Item '1 1, "Special Notes for Billed Entities Who Represent One or More Adminishative Authorities." 

Page 6 of I FCC Form 486' 
September 2002 



FCC ~~m 
486 

Do Not Write In This Area Approval by OMB 
30647-0853 

., ,. .~ ~ ,. . . . ~ .... ... . ~ ., .... ~ . -. . . .. . .... .. ~ . .... ... . - .  .. .~ . ~ . ~ . .. 

I certify that I am authorized to submit this receipt of service confirmation on behalf of the abovenamed Billed 
Entity, that I have examined this request, and that, to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, all 
statements of fact contained herein are true. 

Please submit this form to: 
SLD-Form 486 
P. 0. Box 7026 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044-7026 

For express delivery services or US. Postal Service, Retmn Receipt Requested, send this form to: 
SLD-Form 486 
c/o Ms. Smith 
3833 Greenway Drive 
Lawrence, Kansas 66046 
888-203-8100 

Page 7 of I FCC Form 486 
September 2002 
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